[Physiopathology of inflammation].
The inflammatory reaction represents all the means associated with any aggression, and needed to maintain body integrity and survival. It acts first as a way to stimulate body surveillance and then as all the means to control any aggression. Such response largely non-specific of a specific cause, results from interactions between cells and soluble factors. The specificity of such response accounts for the anatomic localization of the disease. Among the many soluble factors, the proinflammatory cytokines tumour necrosis factor a and Interleukin-1 play a critical role, which has led to their therapeutic control with specific inhibitors. Positive clinical results have confirmed their biologic importance. However some side effects associated with the use of such inhibitors namely infections, have demonstrated the protective role of cytokines in stress survival.